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Message from Pastor Ted
Dear Members of the Cross ‘n’ Crown Family:
“We want more prayer, not less.” Thus, spake the U.S. President, Donald J. Trump, on Friday,
May 22, 2020. Your pastor recommends that we at Cross ‘n’ Crown provide more prayer…from
home.
Infectious disease CDC expert, Dr. Anthony Fauci, has warned us repeatedly and now he warns
us again: Covid 19 is deadly. And the coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, that causes this deadly disease
will remain dangerous for weeks and months to come. Dr. Fauci warns us emphatically not to
“tempt” fate.
Whom should we heed? I heed Dr. Fauci. Many members of CCLCS belong in the vulnerable
category. Given the data about those who have suffered and perished because of this dreaded
plague, virtually every one of us belongs in the vulnerable category. Therefore, I recommend that
we at CCLCS take our time to decide when to reopen, making the decision only after we are
confident that it is safe.
WHEN? HOW? & WHAT’S NEW?
Within our congregation and school, this profound conversation regarding Covid 19 is ongoing;
and what we think about it undergoes regular revision.
We have broken the topic into three subtopics: WHEN should the Cross & Crown church open
and the school open? When we do approach opening, HOW should we do it? Kim has
investigated this question, and the plan that follows this letter lists our proposed protocols.
Finally, WHAT’s NEW? That is, what changes are occurring right now that may endure in our
congregational and school life even after we are open? We expect the following: when CCLCS

re-opens, we can expect to continue much of the electronic on-line ministry that is now being
developed. For those among us who do not feel safe enough to join us for in-person worship,
everything essential can still be enjoyed at home via cell phone or computer.
 Pastor Ted

Letters from the Bishops ELCA Bishops of the California
Dear People of God of the congregations of the
Sierra Pacific Synod, the Southwest California Synod, and the Pacifica Synod:
Grace and peace to you, in the name of the risen and ascended Christ!
It is with concern that we reach out to you today, on the eve of Memorial Day weekend and the
last Sunday of Easter, having just witnessed in a televised message by the President of the United
States a statement declaring that the nation’s churches should open for public worship this
weekend. We understand the strong desire of our people to worship together, particularly on a
meaningful weekend like this one. We wish to state for the sake of our church and its people that
we believe the advice to re-open this weekend is at odds with the prevailing medical
understanding of the course of this virus and the ways to prevent its spread.
We call on you to continue to listen to those state and local public health experts who, using the
best medical and scientific information available, have already given us sensible guidelines to
follow in our states and in the counties of our synods. Churches remain places of particularly high
risk for contagion, and recent cases in many states have confirmed that opening prematurely can
be catastrophic. We cannot ensure, in all our congregations, the sanitation and distancing
requirements necessary to be together for worship. Nor has the risk of infection decreased in
many parts of our synods—and both a reduction in infections and effective measures to block
contagion will be needed before we will be able to gather in person again.
This is not a question of religious liberty. Nothing earthly—no government, indeed no virus—can
come between us and the love of God. The decision to quarantine us for a time is a public health
decision, and we are obligated, for our own good and the good of our neighbor, to do the right
thing—which in this case is to refrain from non-essential gatherings. Our faith is not optional—
indeed it is “essential” to us as Christians—but it does not override our higher duty to consider
our neighbor’s welfare in a time of medical emergency.
Though in normal times people of faith gather every week for praise and proclamation on the day
of Christ’s resurrection, we are not absolutely required to do so in spite of every obstacle. We
have alternatives right now; we do not need to be able to gather physically to worship God—for
God hears our prayers wherever we are and whenever we are. We may pray, we may hear the
proclamation of the Word, and we may read and study the scriptures—we may even assemble in
digital communities on Sundays—without endangering ourselves and others by gathering
together in our church buildings.

Lutherans know that there is nothing sacred about a church building except as our sentiment
makes it so, and that God is as accessible to us in personal intercession as in corporate prayer.
Again, we say, this time of separation is not a time of separation from God. You may cultivate and
even expand and intensify your faith in this time of sheltering at home. God is with us in each of
our homes right now as surely as God is with us anywhere. And at the appropriate, safe time, we
will gather again for the face-to-face worship we so miss and for which we ardently long. We share
a hope that will come soon.
Again, we do not think resuming in-person worship ahead of the public health advisories is a good
choice. It would be neither wise nor faithful for us to endanger our elders and those communities
of poverty and color who have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19. Nor would it be
faithful to expose ourselves and our friends to contagion, or to rush into gatherings that are more
likely to harm us than to bring us the peace we desire.
We call on the pastors, deacons, and lay leadership of our synods to comply with the standing
public health directives in their localities. We recognize that as these directives continue to
change, we will stay in dialogue with you. Our faithfulness to God is shown by our love of our
neighbors, and in this situation, there is a clear witness to be made—the one that best shows care
for others.
May God bless and protect us all.
Bishop Mark W. Holmerud
Bishop R. Guy Erwin
Bishop Andy Taylor

Reopening of Cross and Crown Campus
Now that the infection rate curve has flattened, the county is beginning to open businesses back
up. Churches are not quite there yet. However, we are in the planning stages for what it will look
like to reopen CCLCS. We had a team meeting last week with Pastor Ted, Kim Burns, Jean
Bashi, Myrna Kappler and Brian Brozovic. We discussed the new procedures for reopening and
when would be a good time to start in-person services once we are given the all clear.
Cross and Crown wants to make sure your safety is a top priority. Therefore, we will not reopen
immediately when given the green light by the county. We will continue our online worship and
meetings for the computer-savvy and mailed written services for our other folks. We will then
reexamine the opening and see how things are going for other religious institutions in our area.
We tentatively see a reopening date approximately July 1.
When We Will Reopen
Below is a list of new procedures and formats that we will implement when we reopen:


Sunday worship services will be held on the back lawn during the summer. We ask you
to bring your own chair.






We will not have printed bulletins – the worship service will be put on the website. If you
do not have a phone to download it, you can just listen to the pastor.
The offering plates will not be passed. It will remain stationary near the front of the “altar.”
Communion will be served in single serving containers and will be offered each week.
The bathrooms in the Kid’s Club room will be available. Please use a wipe to clean the
areas that you touched, including the doorknob. A trash can will be located outside.

How We Will Reopen
Procedures when the campus reopens inside:
 School is set to reopen on September 8. The preschool will have a soft opening in August
with a limited number of children. You may request a list of the new procedures for the
school from Jean Bashi at jbashi@cclsrp.org.
 The sanctuary will be sanitized starting in June. All surfaces will be cleaned – woodwork,
carpet, and pews.
 We will contact our custodians, Tom, and Genet, to begin sanitizing the rest of the campus
starting in July.
 Worship Service Procedures
o The only doors open to enter the campus on Sunday will be the Welcome Center
doors. Please use the automatic button with your elbow to open the door. The
rest of the campus will be closed to others.
o We will project all worship information onto the projector screen.
o Communion will remain single-serving portions that may be picked up individually
by each person.
o The pews will be labeled which one’s people can sit in and how many persons may
be in each.
o Choir will not meet this Fall. Special music will consist of instrumental, solos, and
duets. Please contact Mary Cornett or the church office if you would like to
volunteer for a Sunday.
o There will be no passing of the peace.
o The offering plate will not be passed. It will remain stationary in the back of the
sanctuary (like Lent). You may place your monetary donation in it as you enter or
leave.
o All items in the pews will be removed – hymnals, Bibles, and pew cards
o Bathroom facilities – the facilities will be open for use. There will be Clorox wipes
located in the bathroom. When you have finished, please take a wipe, and clean
off the toilet handle, sink, and doorknob. You may use it to open the door and toss
in the trash can located outside the door.
o Children’s church will be online. Parents can bring a tablet or phone and have the
children watch their video during the sermon.
o Following the service, Pastor Ted will release the congregation by rows to avoid a
bottleneck by the doors.
o There will be no food or coffee before or after service.
We will continue to update you when conditions may change. We look forward to being able to
worship again in person with you.

Letter from the Congregational President
How do we identify needs and how do we meet them? In my calls to 3 families yesterday, I shared
our church’s plan to be cautious in our opening. No one identified any needs at this time. I
encouraged going on the website. One person watches a show on television and another family
appreciates the written service received. In thinking about my calls, I felt folks were comfortable
where they are and not identifying any needs – status quo.
As I thought more about my calls, I could see the long-term issue of identifying folks from outside
our existing community who may be experiencing more intense needs for contact and support. I
do not know if folks on our prayer list are feeling the need for more support. As I walked on the
nearby bike path, I thought about families in our school. Are they feeling supported? Maybe this
is an area for more outreach. Can we pair up a church member with a school family? Are there
church members who have the energy and interest for this outreach? How do you make
matches? Are families feeling so stressed they would not be able to identify a need? I know this
was true when I was taking care of Art.
In thinking about roadblocks to my ideas for outreach to the school, I thought I could start by
praying for a family. Then I thought I could send fun things for the children through the mail or
drop off a homemade puzzle at their home. I could start with the Brozovics as they are in walking
distance of me. It would be good to have another family that is not already so involved with our
church.
As we think about long range impact of COVID 19, how to we provide ministry and support to
folks who feel isolated and in need. In an article in the Psychotherapy Networker, Bessel Van Der
Kolk MD (founder of the trauma center) says to maintain our sanity we need to stay connected
with each other. “How? Through our voices and faces. After all, that is the primary mode of
communication. So if we take advantage of things like Face Time and Skype to experience the
presence of others our anxiety goes down.”
Another idea I liked in listening to NPR, is with physical distance we need to be safely connected.
Ideas here on a much smaller basis that ideas from “Shepherding the flock.” They are like the
women’s prayer partner mission. How do we make these connections in our church or to family
and friends of our church? Just wanted to share these rambling thoughts.
Myrna Kappler

Update from Cross and Crown Lutheran School
The school year, 2020-2021, has been a rollercoaster ride. We began the year with joy and high
expectations in August, cruising along until the fires hit in October. After taking a week off, we hit
the ground running again, trying to make up for lost time. Following Christmas break we again
greeted each other with high fives and excitement for a fresh start in the new year, all the while

proclaiming, “God is good”. Then came March 13, the closing date of our church and school, and
nothing has been the same since………. except God, and He is STILL good!
Now it is June and teachers, parents and students are expressing sighs of relief. Long Distance
Learning is over, at least for this year, and graduation for our two sixth grade graduates, Ayden
York, and Declan Perkett, will be held Friday, June 12 at 11:00 a.m. Join us if you can. We are
not sure what it will look like yet; ceremony in the sanctuary, ceremony on the grass, (BYOCBring Your Own Chair), or a parade of cars in the parking lot, but we are going to honor these
graduates who have been with us since they were two years old!!!! God is good!
As we look ahead, our preschool summer program will open on Monday, August 3. We will offer
one class only for 12 preschoolers. Please contact our school office to reserve your spot.
Unfortunately, there will be no elementary summer program this year. The 2020-2021 school
year will officially begin the day after Labor Day, September 8. Registration materials and
information can be picked up in our school office or downloaded from our website.
Prayers continue for our church, school, and nation as we learn to live through these tumultuous
times, leaning on the One Who has us in the palm of His hands….and yes,
He is GOOD!
Jean Bashi
Administrator

Update from NOAH
Thanks to all of you who have saved bags for our drive through distributions. We will continue to
hold them this month on June 10th and 24th. Cross and Crown is hosting this month’s distributions
however we are using a team with fewer members due to the pandemic.
We did raise $78 from the dine and donate at Panda Express in February. Thanks to all who
supported that effort.
We received $955 from Cross and Crown in March and the donations continue to be made.
Because our school drives have been cancelled, we need to purchase canned food from the
Redwood Empire Food Bank, so we appreciate your continued support as we feed our
community.
Stay tuned for a drive through BBQ in September if we are not allowed to gather or if we can set
up social distancing.
Elizabeth and Bruce Hoelter

Financials
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
Simply Giving
Online Donations

$ 4,434
$ 2,695
$ 3,143
$ 1,000
$ 3,635
$ 770

Total

$15,677

Milestones
Wedding Anniversaries
June 1
Gene and Sharon Winterfeld
June 4
Paul and Norma Grubb
June 6
Tony and Kim Burns
June 10
John and Deborah McCann
June 17
Gordon and Faith Adam
June 18
Bob and Carol Roth
June 25
Donavon and Kirsten Perkett

Birthdays:
June 2
June 4
June 5
June 16
June 18
June 22
June 24

June 27
June 29

Kim Burns
Merlyn Pfeiff
Ray Dapiran
Carol Wellman
JJ Cornett
Lavon Schultz
Ed Slingland
Kamden Titus
Michele Wilson
Tandy Whitaker
Myrna Kappler
Gerda Atkins

Prayer List
Healing
John (Pastor’s friend)
Richard (Sue’s friend)
Steven (Carol C.’s cousin)
Carrie (Kristen E’s sister)
Steven (Linda O’s cousin)
Estella (Myrna’s mom)
Ditka (Robert S’ ex-wife)
Lori N.
Roxie C.
Emory
Lynne C’s family
Abigail D.
Linda (Joanne B’s friend)
Jake (Lynne BS’ nephew)
Charlie (Bossaller’s friend)

Long Term Healing
Joanne (Kim B’s friend)
Carole B.
Gabe B.
Chris (Mandy Mc.’ BIL)
Barbara L.
Chris (Diane C’s son)
Roger (Michelle S’s friend)
Sawyer (Michelle S’s friend)
Ed (Vicki B’s dad)
Wayne (former member)
Mark (Curtis S’s friend)
Alice (Tandy’s sister)
Don (Tandy’s brother)
Bill (Fred A’s BIL)
Kendra (Deborah Mc’s niece)

Homebound Members
Dick and Dorothy N.
Ruth M.
Pastor Leon H.
Beverly L.
Ginny C.

Grieving
Family of Brian S., friends of Karen P.

Online Communications
Pastor Ted has decided that at this point he would like to have contact with the congregation each
day. Therefore, an email blast will be sent out daily with reminders and events to be aware of.
Newsletters will still be emailed or mailed the first week of the month.
We continue to have our weekly groups:
 Tuesday and Thursday devotions on Ted’s Take
 Morning and Evening Prayer
 Tuesday Zoom Discussion group at 7 p.m.
 Sunday Worship – pre-recording and available after 8 a.m. on Sundays
 Sunday Zoom Check-in at 11:30 a.m.
Cross and Crown will be sending out a survey towards the end of the month to solicit information
about your family and returning to our campus. Your answers to these questions will help us to
plan the coming months.

New online groups:
 We have started a new children’s message each Sunday. Pastor Ted and Kim Burns
have partnered in providing a children’s message and bible story each week. You can
find these videos on the webpage Family and Youth>Kid’s Club.
 Sue Michaelsen will be starting a weekly children’s story time. We will notify you in
Constant Contact when this will start.
 Adult Education will be starting up again online with Zoom. We are currently finishing up
the Book of Acts.
The plan is to restart in July.
Contact Kim Burns at
church@crossandcrownrp.org if you are interested in joining us.
 The Women’s Spiritual Journey Group and the Women’s Book Club is considering
meeting online. Sherry Wren and Kathy Teixeira will contact the group with more
information.
 Pastor Ted has begun Confirmation Instruction. Pastor Ted and the team meet Tuesdays
at 2 p.m. The group will be meeting online for 10 sessions and an overnight retreat.
Confirmation Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, September 13.
We hope these forms of communication will help you stay connected with the church. For
questions or concerns, please contact Kim at church@crossandcrownrp.org or 694-3643.

Carly (Kerney) and Davey Welch are Parents

Mildred June Welch baby girl arrived at home at 3:13 Sunday morning
at 8 lbs and 4 ounces, 21.5 inches long. Lots of hair. Totally perfect.
Mom doing well. Daddy is great. Congratulations to the family and to
their doting grandparents, Pastor Newt and Julie Kerney, our former
pastor.

